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geology in Hokkaido.

There are four types of historical artifact and relic of different ages deeply related to stone in
Hokkaido: stone tools made from obsidian in the Palaeolithic era, stone circles in the Late Jomon
period, lithographs in the Sequel Jomon period, and buildings made of “Sapporo—Nanseki" and
"Otaru—Nanseki" in modern age (from the Meiji period to the Early Showa period). Here, | focus on
cultural significances of the following histrical artifacts related to stone: "Oshoro stone circle" in the
Otaru district and "Nishizaki-yama stone circle” in the Yoichi district of the Late Jomon period, “Ancient
lithographs of Temiya cave” and “Fugoppe cave” of the Sequel Jomon period , and welded tuff called
“Sapporo—Nanseki" and subaqueous pyroclastic rocks, made of lappili tuff, pumice tuff, and tuffaceous
sand stone called "Otaru—Nanseki" used as building stones in modern age. The investigations reveal
that the culture related to stone in Hokkaido from the Palaeolithic era to the modern age was different

considerably from that of the main island of Japan and there existed specific culture affected by local
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